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New York Times Newspaper

Imagining a Remapped Middle East

By : ROBIN WRIGHT

THE map of the modern Middle East, a political and
economic pivot in the international order, is in tatters.
Syria’s ruinous war is the turning point. But the centrifugal
forces of rival beliefs, tribes and ethnicities — empowered
by unintended consequences of the Arab Spring — are also
pulling apart a region defined by European colonial powers

a century ago and defended by Arab autocrats ever since.

A different map would be a strategic game changer for just
about everybody, potentially reconfiguring alliances,
security challenges, trade and energy flows for much of the

world, too.

Syria’s prime location and muscle make it the strategic
center of the Middle East. But it is a complex country, rich in
religious and ethnic variety, and therefore fragile. After
independence, Syria reeled from more than a half-dozen
coups between 1949 and 1970, when the Assad dynasty
seized full control. Now, after 30 months of bloodletting,

diversity has turned deadly, killing both people and country.

Syria has crumbled into three identifiable regions, each with
its own flag and security forces. A different future is taking
shape: a narrow statelet along a corridor from the south
through Damascus, Homs and Hama to the northern
Mediterranean coast controlled by the Assads’ minority
Alawite sect. In the north, a small Kurdistan, largely
autonomous since mid-2012. The biggest chunk is the

Sunni-dominated heartland.

Syria’s unraveling would set precedents for the region,
beginning next door. Until now, Iraq resisted falling apart
because of foreign pressure, regional fear of going it alone
and oil wealth that bought loyalty, at least on paper. But

Syria is now sucking Iraq into its maelstrom.

“The battlefields are merging,” the United Nations envoy
Martin Kobler told the Security Council in July. “Iraq is the
fault line between the Shia and the Sunni world and
everything which happens in Syria, of course, has

repercussions on the political landscape in Iraq.”
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Over time, Iraq’s Sunni minority — notably in western Anbar
Province, site of anti-government protests — may feel more
commonality with eastern Syria’s Sunni majority. Tribal ties and
smuggling span the border. Together, they could form a de facto or
formal Sunnistan. Iraq’s south would effectively become Shiitestan,

although separation is not likely to be that neat.

The dominant political parties in the two Kurdish regions of Syria
and Iraq have longstanding differences, but when the border opened
in August, more than 50,000 Syrian Kurds fled to Iraqi Kurdistan,
creating new cross-border communities. Massoud Barzani,
president of Iraqi Kurdistan, has also announced plans for the first
summit meeting of 600 Kurds from some 40 parties in Iraq, Syria,

Turkey and Iran this fall.

“We feel that conditions are now appropriate,” said Kamal Kirkuki,
the former speaker of Iraq’s Kurdish Parliament, about trying

to mobilize disparate Kurds to discuss their future.

Outsiders have long gamed the Middle East: What if the Ottoman
Empire hadn’t been divvied up by outsiders after World War I? Or
the map reflected geographic realities or identities? Reconfigured
maps infuriated Arabs who suspected foreign plots to divide and

weaken them all over again.

I had never been a map gamer. I lived in Lebanon during the 15-year
civil war and thought it could survive splits among 18 sects. I also
didn’t think Iraq would splinter during its nastiest fighting in 2006-
7. But twin triggers changed my thinking.

To read the full Article:
http://pead.ps/index.php?act=post&id=4314
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Is there a better adjective than
‘apartheid’ to describe Israel..?

How can we sort out the conceptual mess
that afflicts the debates around the
comparison between Israel and apartheid
South Africa ?

Recent articles in the Mail & Guardian, in
particular an interview with Benjamin Pogrund,
have shown confusion regarding the meaning of
the issue.

First, let us examine the meaning of apartheid.
The term defines the regime of political
domination and social exclusion that ruled South
Africa since 1948.

Another definition emerged in international law,
drawing on the South African example but
gradually moving away from it. The 2002 Statute
of the International Criminal Court contains no
references to South Africa and regards apartheid
as "an institutionalised regime of systematic
oppression and domination by one racial group
over any other racial group™.

We must also bear in mind that the 1965
international convention on eliminating racial
discrimination extends the term to cover "any
distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference
based on race, colour, descent, or national or
ethnic origin™.

Biological differences

In other words, it is not restricted to "race" in the
common meaning that invokes real or imaginary
biological differences in its definition.
Although apartheid remains associated in our
minds with its South African origins, legally it has
no necessary relation to South Africa.

The key question is the identification of a regime
that practices systematic oppression and
domination by one group over another. How then
does it apply to Israel ?

To answer that, we need to clarify another
concept: Israel.

Although usually seen as residing within its pre-
1967 boundaries, the Israeli regime exercises
control over Palestinians in the occupied
territories of the West Bank and Gaza.

For the past 46 years, all residents within greater
Israel have lived under the same regime, which
claims to be the sole legitimate political and
military authority.

The state controls the territory between the
Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea, ruling
over eight million rights-bearing citizens (75% of
whom are Jews) and four million Palestinian
subjects denied civil and political rights. Millions
of Palestinian refugees (who were born in the
territory or whose direct ancestors were) cannot
set foot in their homeland, let alone determine its
political future as citizens.
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By : Ran Greenstein

Insiders

How is the notion of apartheid relevant to this reality? The Israeli regime is
based on an ethnic-religious distinction between Jewish insiders and
Palestinian outsiders.

It expands citizenship beyond its territory, potentially to all Jews
regardless of their links to the country, and contracts citizenship within it:
Palestinians in the occupied territories and refugees outside have no
citizenship and cannot become lIsraeli citizens.

The regime combines different modes of rule: civilian authority with
democratic institutions within the Green Line (the pre-1967 boundaries),
and military authority beyond it.

In times of crisis, the military mode of rule spills over the line to apply to
Palestinian citizens in Israel.

At all times, the civilian mode of rule spills over the line to apply to Jewish
settlers.

The distinction between the two sides of the line is constantly eroding as a
result, and norms and practices developed under the occupation filter back
into Israel.

Israel as a "Jewish democratic state" is "democratic" for Jews and
"Jewish" for Arabs.

Minority

It is, in fact, a "Jewish demographic state". The fear that Jews may become
a minority is the prime concern behind state policies.

All state institutions and practices are geared to meet the concern for a
permanent Jewish majority exercising absolute political domination.

These conditions are particularly visible in the occupied territories: Jewish
settlers live in exclusive communities, from which all Palestinian locals are
barred (except, occasionally, as "hewers of wood and drawers of water").
They drive on Israeli-only roads, enjoy Israeli military protection and
access to all the privileges and services that come with citizenship rights,
including voting for the Israeli Parliament.

Palestinian subjects have no say in the way they are governed. "No
taxation without representation” is a noble political principle that does not
apply to them.

What should we call a regime that leaves millions of its subjects with no
political rights, that practises segregation in all walks of life and that denies
them the basic right to determine their future?

True, there is a Palestinian Authority as well, but it has no power over
crucial issues of security, land, water, movement of people and goods,
industry and trade.

All that matters is controlled by Israeli military authorities, which operate
on behalf and at the behest of settlers and Israeli interest groups.

That the territories have not been formally annexed to Israel is irrelevant —
it changes none of the oppressive practices to which Palestinians are daily
subjected.

Some people prefer not to term this regime apartheid because it is indeed
different (not better) in some respects from what existed in South Africa
before 1994. Fine, but what better term is there?

Professor Ran Greenstein teaches in the sociology department at
the University of the Witwatersrand
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La fete de I'Humanité 2013

Une vaste campagne pour la libération
des prisonniers palestiniens

La féte de 'Humanité 2013 a accueilli, comme lors des éditions précédentes, une soirée
pour la Palestine. Cette année, les participants ont invité au lancement d'une campagne
pour la libération des prisonniers palestiniens. Symbole de la lutte de ces prisonniers,

Marwan Barghouti était a 'honneur.

Ce vendredi soir, 13 sept 2013, a la Féte de I'Humanité, le Village du Monde a accueilli une importante délégation
palestinienne. L'avocate Fadwa Barghouti, le ministre aux prisonniers Isaa Qaraqe et I'ambassadeur de Palestine en
France Hael Al Faoum étaient présents, au coté de Fernand Tuil, président de I'association de jumelage des villes
frangaises avec des camps palestiniens, et Patrick Le Hyaric, directeur de I'Humanité

“La libération est indispensable pour la paix"

lls ont pris la parole pour exiger la libération de Marwan Barghouti, emprisonné dans les gedles israéliennes depuis
onze ans. «Comment est il possible que Marwan Barghouti ait passé autant de temps dans les prisons israéliennes?»
a interrogé Isaa Qaraqe, relevant les nombreuses atteintes aux conventions internationales commises par Israél. «La
libération est indispensable pour la paix, car il ne peut pas y avoir de paix entre le gedlier et le prisonnier», a ajouté le
ministre. Car, comme le précise Fadwa Barghouti, le cas de son mari n'est «pas une question d'individu, mais un
symbole«.

Grande campagne

S'élevant contre la politique israélienne, elle a appelé a la mise en ceuvre d'une grande campagne pour le respect des
droits des 4500 prisonniers palestiniens et leur libération. Révolté par I'emprisonnement d'un parlementaire
palestinien démocratiquement élu, Patrick Le Hyaric a promis: «Nous allons mener une campagne de méme niveau
que celle pour la libération de Nelson Mandela«.
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