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Noam Chomsky helped lobby Stephen Hawking to stage Israel boycott

Five reasons ... Why Hawking is right to boycott Israel
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Global March to Jerusalem-UK
Call for a protest on Friday 7th June 13,
Opposite the Israeli embassy in London
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BOYCOTTS DIVESTMENT SANCTIONS

Fourth National BDS Conference
Invitation

The Palestinian Boycott, Divestment, and
Sanctions National Committee (BNC)
cordially invites you to actively participate in its

Fourth National BDS Conference
Saturday, 8 June 2013
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Bethlehem University

In light of the latest spectacular growth of the BDS
movement around the world in the academic, cultural
and economic domains, this conference aims to enhance
and expand Palestinian civil society’s active
implementation of BDS as an effective and popular
strategy of resistance that is deeply rooted in the
heritage of Palestinian popular resistance and that is
also inspired by the South African anti-apartheid
struggle and the US civil rights movement.

The conference will feature:

- Solidarity = video  messages from Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Roger Waters and Marcel Khalifeh

- Presentations by leading trade unionists, academics,
women and youth activists, writers and other civil
society representative.

- Workshops culminating months of community
meetings to develop strategies for local sector-based
BDS campaigns

The conference embodies the unified and determined
Palestinian will to exercise our inalienable right to self
determination through ending Israel’s occupation,
apartheid and denial of our refugees’ right of return.
This in turn requires intensifying BDS globally to isolate
Israel in all fields and hold it accountable to its
obligations under international law.

For more information: WWW.bdsmovement.net
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Israeli shock and protest
Google recognises Palestine

GO« \)8

Palestine

Google Search 'm Feeling Lucky

Google. ps offered in: is s

nternet search giant, Google, has recognised the
Palestinians® upgraded UN status, placing the
name '‘Palestine’ on its search engine instead of
""Palestinian Territories™.

The domain name www.google.ps, Google's search

engine for the territories, now brings up a
homepage with ""Palestine” written underneath
the Google logo.

The move follows the UN nation decision last year
to recognise Palestine as a ""non-observer state™.
"We're changing the name ‘Palestinian
Territories' to 'Palestine’ across our products. We
consult a number of sources and authorities when
naming countries. In this case, we are following
the lead of the UN .. and other international
organisations,” Google spokesman Nathan Tyler
said.

The UN General Assembly in November upgraded
Palestine to the status of non-member observer
state by a vote of 138 votes in favour, nine against
and 41 abstentions.

Palestinian authorities have since begun to use the
""State of Palestine’ in diplomatic correspondence
and issued official stamps for the purpose.

Israel however questioned the move, saying that it
raised questions about the multinational
company's involvement in international politics.

\

BOYCOTT
|SRAEL

Boycott of Israel in Belgium :
Last month, the general council of the
Federation of French-speaking Students in
Belgium adopted a motion calling for 'a freezing
of relations with Israeli universities'.
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Noam Chomsky helped lobby Stephen
Hawking to stage Israel boycott

Noam Chomsky was among 20 academics who privately lobbied
Professor Stephen Hawking to boycott a major Israeli conference, it
has emerged.

Chomsky, a US professor and well-known supporter of the Palestinian
cause, joined British academics from the universities of Cambridge,
London, Leeds, Southampton, Warwick, Newcastle, York and the
Open University to tell Hawking they were "surprised and deeply
disappointed" that he had accepted the invitation to speak at next
month's presidential conference in Jerusalem, which will chaired by
Shimon Peres and attended by Tony Blair and Bill Clinton.

Hawking pulled out this week in protest at Israel's treatment of
Palestinians, in the wake of receiving the letter and soundings from
Palestinian colleagues. The 71-year-old theoretical physicist's decision
has been warmly welcomed by Palestinian academics, with one
describing it as "of cosmic proportions", but was attacked in Israel.

On Friday the liberal academic David Newman, dean of the faculty of
humanities and social sciences at Ben Gurion University in Israel,
warned that an academic boycott "just destroys one of the very few
spaces left where Israelis and Palestinians actually do come
together".

Chomsky, who has backed "boycott and divestment of firms that are
carrying out operations in the occupied territories", agreed to add his
considerable weight to the pressure on Hawking after email
correspondence with the British Committee for the Universities of
Palestine campaign group (Bricup), said its chair, Jonathan
Rosenhead.

The letter to Hawking declared: "Israel systematically discriminates
against the Palestinians who make up 20% of its population in ways
that would be illegal in Britain", its treatment of the people of Gaza
amounts to "collective punishment", the construction of Jewish
settlements breaches the Geneva convention and "Israel places
multiple roadblocks, physical, financial and legal, in the way of higher
education, both for its own Palestinian citizens and those under
occupation”.

The letter continued: "Israel has a name for the promotion of its
cultural and scientific standing: 'Brand lIsrael'. This is a deliberate
policy of camouflaging its oppressive acts behind a cultured veneer."
Professor Malcolm Levitt, a fellow of the Royal Society and an expert
in magnetic resonance at Southampton University, who signed the
letter, said: "Israel has a totally explicit policy of making life
impossible for the non-lewish population and | find it totally
unacceptable. As a scientist, the tool | have available to prevent the
normalisation of that situation is boycott. It is a tough choice because
Israel is full of brilliant scientists and they are our colleagues."

Bricup is now to call on Lord Skidelsky, a leading economic historian,
to refuse his invitation to speak at the conference. Skidelsky,
emeritus professor of political economy at the University of Warwick
and a crossbench peer, declined to comment and is understood to still
be planning to attend.

News of Chomsky's role in what has been considered the coup of
Hawking's decision for the movement came amid growing signs in UK
academia of interest in supporting boycotts of Israel. At its annual
congress beginning on 29 May, the University and College Union will
urge its 120,000 members to consider rethinking links with Israeli
academic institutions. Teachers and lecturers will be asked to
"consider the appropriateness of Israeli institutional associations",
according to a draft motion.
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"It is brave of Hawking for the straightforward reason that someone
who has his prominence will be targeted for vilification," said Tom
Hickey, a member of the UCU's executive committee who put forward
the draft motion. "If he can do that then all of us should think of doing
it. This isn't about targeting Israeli scholars but targeting the
institutions."

Pro-boycott academics believe action by scientists is particularly
effective in opposing Israel's treatment of Palestinians because the
country's strength in science and technology is a key driver of the
economy, and they claim the research capabilities of Israeli academic
institutions have been deployed in support of advanced programmes
such as the development of drone aircraft.

On Friday the fallout from Hawking's decision continued to be felt. "It is
one of the starkest indicators yet that the tide is changing in the
western mainstream against lIsrael's occupation, colonisation and
apartheid, and that the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions movement is
fast reaching its South Africa moment of maturity and impact," said
Omar Barghouti, a Palestinian human rights activist and founding
member of the BDS.

Others warned it would damage Israeli-Palestinian relations. "There are
certain areas that are above political boycotts whatever your political
positions are," said Newman. "Scientific co-operation is one of those
particularly when you think of the wider benefits of science on the
whole. In this context, universities are among the few spaces in Israel-
Palestine where, even in these difficult times, there is some sort of
dialogue and co-operation."

The British author lan McEwan, who was criticised two years ago when
he visited Israel to accept the Jerusalem Prize, said: "My feeling [in
2011] was that | wished to engage with the best elements of Israeli
society and | don't want to isolate those people,” he said.

He said there were dozens of countries "whose governments we might
loathe or disapprove of" but "Israel-Palestine has become sort of tribal
and a touchstone for a certain portion of the intellectual classes. | say
this in the context of thinking it is profoundly wrong of the Israeli
government not to be pursuing more actively and positively and
creatively a solution with the Palestinians. That's why | think one wants
to go to these places to make the point. Turning away will not produce
any result."

Samia Botmeh, director of the centre for development studies at Birzeit
University in the West Bank, and a member of the Palestinian Campaign
for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel's steering committee,
said Hawking's decision had significantly boosted the boycott
movement locally and internationally, but denied there had been a
"huge, orchestrated campaign" to persuade him. "It will be easier now
for other academics who have been supportive of Palestinian rights but
were reluctant to act on their support," she said.

The Guardian, Friday 10 May 2013
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Five reasons ...

Why Hawking is right to boycott Israel

As announced by the British Committee for the Universities of
Palestine (BRICUP) and subsequently covered by The
Guardian, Reuters and others, world-renowned theoretical
physicist and cosmologist Professor Stephen Hawking has
decided to heed the Palestinian call for boycott, and pull out
of an Israeli conference hosted by President Shimon Peres in
June. After initial confusion, this was confirmed - Hawking
is staying away on political grounds.

Here are five reasons why Professor Hawking is
right to boycott:

5. Whitewashing apartheid

The Israeli government and various lobby groups use events such as
the “Presidential Conference” to whitewash Israel’s crimes past and
present, a tactic sometimes referred to as “rebranding”. As a
Ministry of Foreign Affairs official put it after the 2009 Gaza
massacre, it is the kind of approach that means sending “well-known
novelists and writers overseas, theatre companies, [and] exhibits” in
order to “show Israel’s prettier face, so we are not thought of purely
in the context of war”. “Brand Israel” is all about creating a positive
image for a country that is the target of human rights campaigners
the world over — as if technological innovations or high-profile
conferences can hide the reality of occupation and ethnic cleansing.

4. Shimon Peres

Despite his reputation in the West as a “dove”, Peres’ career to date
includes war crimes in Lebanon,support for collective punishment of
Palestinians in Gaza, and, in private discussions, incitementagainst
non-Jewish citizens. Anyone would do well to avoid a conference
hosted by such a hypocrite. Simply not being Ariel Sharon does not
really cut it; Peres should be scheduled for a trip to The Hague, not
welcoming foreign dignitaries and celebrities.

3. Boycott is not incompatible with ‘dialogue’

Contrary to the rhetoric of Israeli officials and sympathisers, boycott
is not contrary to dialogue. Hawking’s decision, for example, will
mean people are discussing Israeli policies and strategies for ending
occupation. That is not atypical — BDS initiatives often encourage a
meaningful exchange of views and perspectives. However, some
people abuse the concept of dialogue to defend an asymmetrical
status quo, leaving intact a colonial power dynamic where, in the
words of South African poet James Matthews, “the oppressor sits
seared with his spoils/with no desire to share equality/leaving the
oppressed seeking warmth/at the cold fire of/Dialogue”.

Boycott has nothing to do with having, or not having, conversations
— it is about accountability for, and opposing, basic violations of a
people’s rights. Confronting and resisting the reality of Israeli
apartheid begets a dialogue that is fully realised in the context of
equality and decolonisation.
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By : Ben White

2. Impunity and accountability

The boycott is grounded firmly in the well documented facts
of Israeli policies. The US State Department speaks of
“institutional discrimination” faced by Palestinian citizens,
while Human Rights Watch says Israel maintains a “two-tier
system” in the West Bank. From the “discriminatory”
control and distribution of water resources (Amnesty
International) to the “forced transfer of the native
population” (European Union), it is no wonder that the UN’s
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
hasreported Israel as violating prohibitions against “racial
segregation and apartheid”.

lllegal settlements are used to colonise the West Bank,
Palestinians in Gaza are blockaded and bombed,
Palestinians in East Jerusalem have their homes demolished
— and all the while, of course, expelled Palestinian refugees
just a few miles from their properties are still prevented
from returning home on the basis they are not Jews. And
note that the “But what about China/Myanmar/Syria etc”
line misses the point (as well as placing Israel in some rather
interesting company). A boycott is atactic, advisable in
some contexts, and not in others. It is not about a scale of
injustice or wrongdoing. It is about a strategy targeting
systematic human rights abuses and breaches of
international law, called for by the colonised. Which brings
us to...

1. The Palestinian call for solidarity

Palestinians suffering under Israeli apartheid are calling
for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) as a strategy in
the realisation of their basic rights, a fact that many Zionists
choose to ignore when attacking boycott campaigns. The
Palestinian civil society call for BDS was officially launched
on July 9 2005, a year after the International Court of
Justice’s advisory opinion on the illegality of Israel’s
Separation Wall. Signatories to the BDS call come from
representatives of Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, Palestinian citizens of Israel, and Palestinian refugees.
Since then, growing numbers of people in the likes of
academia, the arts world, trade unions and faith
communities have answered the BDS call with initiatives
that put the focus firmly on Israel’s routine violations of
international law and ending complicity in these crimes.
Professor Hawking is to be commended for seeking the
advice of Palestinian academics, and heeding their request
for international solidarity in a decades-long struggle for
freedom and justice.

Ben White is a freelance journalist, writer and

activist, specialising in Palestine/lsrael. He is a
graduate of Cambridge University.
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Les 65 ans de la Nakba
Nous sommes plus que jamais determines

Par : Ziad Medoukh

15 mai 1948, 15 mai 2013, soixante-cinq ans déja,
soixante-cinq ans depuis le début du drame des
Palestiniens, soixante-cinq ans de souffrance, de
malheurs et de massacres pour un peuple digne,
un peuple courageux, un peuple toujours débout,
soixante-cinq ans depuis le début de la plus
grande injustice imposée a un peuple sur sa terre,
soixante-cinq ans de déportation d’un peuple
pour le remplacer par un autre peuple.
Soixante-cinq ans d’une occupation illégale de
territoires toujours reconnus occupés par le
monde entier.

Soixante-cinq ans, et les forces de l'occupation
violent les droits les plus fondamentaux de notre
peuple, soixante-cinq ans de
d’apartheid, du terrorisme d’Etat d’Israél.
En 65 ans, Israél a appliqué toutes les mesures
inhumaines illégales possibles a I’encontre des
Palestiniens, il en a emprisonné plus d’un million,

politique

il en a massacré et assassiné des milliers, il a
occupé tous leurs territoires.

L’Etat d’lsraél a créé le probleme des refugiés
palestiniens qui vivent dans les pays voisins dans
des conditions humanitaires épouvantables.

L’Etat d’lsraél est le seul Etat qui n’a jamais
appliqué aucune résolution des Nations-Unies, et
cela, encouragé par les grandes puissances
internationales.

65 ans de I'impunité d’Etat d’Israél sans aucune
réaction internationale officielle.

En 65 ans, Israél a toujours été un état terroriste,
un état hors la loi, un état d’apartheid, un état
colonial, un état qui considéere les citoyens arabes
vivant dans les territoires de 1948 comme des
citoyens de seconde zone, un état qui construit un
mur de la honte en Cisjordanie et impose un
blocus inhumain a la population civile de Gaza, un
état qui érige tous les jours de nouvelles colonies
dans les Territoires, un état qui vole tous les jours
les ressources naturelles appartenant aux
Palestiniens.
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Maints exemples de I’histoire noire de cette occupation contre les
Palestiniens : massacres, crimes contre I’humanité, crimes de
guerre, la liste est longue, trés longue, trop longue.

65 ans de résistance remarquable de toute une population qui
poursuit son combat pour retrouver sa liberté et vivre digne sur
sa terre.

65 ans, et notre cause palestinienne est toujours une cause de
justice, une cause noble, la cause de tous les opprimés.

65 ans aprés cette catastrophe, nous, Palestiniens, sommes plus
que jamais déterminés et avons un message a délivrer au monde
entier, un message clair et précis. Nous sommes toujours attachés
aux principes suivants :

-Non, nous ne partirons pas d’ici, nous resterons attachés a notre
terre. Ici, notre terre, ici notre vie, et ici, notre Palestine !

- Non, nous ne serons jamais faibles, et toutes les mesures de
I'occupation ne changeront pas en nous le courage et la
détermination.

- Oui, le droit au retour est sacré, et tous les réfugiés palestiniens
doivent pouvoir retrouver leurs villes et leurs villages d’origine.

- Oui, nous poursuivrons notre résistance sous toutes ses formes
afin de vivre en liberté sur notre terre, cette terre appelée
Palestine et qui s’appellera toujours Palestine.

- Oui, nous avons le droit de créer notre Etat libre et indépendant
avec Jérusalem comme capitale.

- Oui, nous sommes pour une paix durable dans notre région,
mais une paix juste, car il n’y aura jamais de paix sans justice.

Ziad Medoukh, Palestinien, est responsable du
département de francais a I'université Al Agsa / Gaza
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