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Canada : Canadian Students
Back Boycott Israel Movement

The largest student association in Canada passed a
resolution endorsing the global boycott, divestment
and sanctions campaign against Israel.

With the passage late last week of the resolution, York
University’s student association joins two others in
Canada - the University of Toronto and Concordia
University graduate student associations - in endorsing
the BDS campaign, according to the York University

Excalibur.

The campaign calls for universities to divest from
holdings in companies that do business with Israel and
to cut ties with Israeli academics.

The vote by the council of the York Federation of
Students was 18-2 in favor and was advocated for by
the Students Against Israeli Apartheid at York.

Jewish student groups at York complained that they
were not given advance notice of the vote and had little
time to prepare an argument against the resolution.

In comments to the Excalibur, Safiyah Husein, a vice
president of the York Federation of Students, portrayed
the resolution as uncontroversial. “Indeed, not
everyone supports reduced tuition fees, equity
campaigns, or sustainability work, but we know the
majority of our members believe this work is vital and
important,” Husein said.

Chaim Lax, president of Hasbara@York, said his group
was disappointed and called the resolution
“fundamentally racist, and a possible violation of
[York’s] anti-discrimination codes.”

The York Federation of Students resolution will have no
actual bearing on the university’s investment portfolio.
“York University uses best practices in developing its
policy on investments, and this is built on advice from
major investment consulting firms,” York
spokeswoman Janice Walls told the Canadian Jewish
News.

The student federation represents over 52,000
undergraduate students at York, Canada’s third-largest
university.
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USA : UC Berkeley student senate
passes divestment bill

After a marathon 10-hour debate, the Students Union
at the University of California Berkeley passed a
resolution early Thursday morning 18/4/2013, calling
for the entire University of California system to divest
from companies that work with Israel’s military.

In a landslide, 16-4 vote, the University of California
Student Senate passed the attached BDS motion
endorsing divestment from companies profiting from
Israel’s occupation and violation of Palestinian rights.
Also attached is the official press release of the
sponsors of the bill.

Hampshire College, of course, was the first to divest
from companies colluding in Israel’s occupation, but
this student senate vote at a university of the
prominence of Berkeley may well be the watershed, the
crossing of the threshold in the spread of BDS across
the US that many of us have been waiting to see. This
will be a significant step towards a UC-wide actual
divestment from Israeli occupation and apartheid. The
South Africa spirit is in the air.
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Brazil says no to Israeli arms

'

"mst JA' '

Activists of the campaign to boycott Israel .... Demonstrating
in front of international arms exhibition in Brazil ... a large
Palestinian flag was held up along with signs that read,
“Israeli arms embargo now!” and “President Dilma, stop
buying Israeli weapons!”
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We must never forget the

Massacre of Deir Yassin

Transcribing the vivid details of the account engraved into the fabric
of her memory, | am transfixed by all that she’s held onto for 65
years. From paper to pulse, | write the story buried deep in her
consciousness to affirm her truth. Without her, it never would be
written at all.

| study the lines on my grandmother’s face knowing behind every one
there is a timeless story of unmitigated pain, survival and hope. This
story, where the continued dispossession, suffering and oppression of
the Palestinian people began, is one that refuses to be silenced or
forgotten. It is the story of Deir Yassin.

Remember the date: Friday, 9 April 1948, a day of infamy in
Palestinian history. My grandmother was nine years old at the time of
the Deir Yassin massacre and every day since she has lived with a
steadfast commitment to never forget.

Premonition

Thursday, 8 April, ended like any other in the small, quiet village. My
grandmother and her younger sister returned home from school to
complete their composition assignment entitled Asri’ (meaning “to
hurry” in Arabic). She recounts that detail animatedly. Like other
children their age, she wanted to complete the assignment in order to
enjoy the next day off.

The excitement, however, was short-lived. | can’t help but think of
the irony in the assignment’s title. Asri’ — it’s almost as though it
were a premonition of sorts.

The following day, entire families ran hurriedly in sheer terror, fleeing
the only homes they had ever known to escape a bloodbath. By dawn
on that Friday morning, life as they had known it would never be the
same again. Deir Yassin would never be the same again.

Fathers, grandfathers, brothers and sons were lined up against a wall
and sprayed with bullets, execution style. Beloved teachers were
savagely mutilated with knives. Mothers and sisters were taken
hostage and those who survived returned to find pools of blood filling
the streets of the village and children stripped of their childhoods
overnight.

The walls of homes, which once stood witness to warmth, laughter
and joy, were splattered with the blood and imprints of traumatic
memories. My grandmother lost 37 members of her family that day.
These are not stories you will read about in most history books.

Bitter symbol

The Deir Yassin massacre was not the largest-scale massacre, nor was
it the most gruesome. The atrocities committed, the scale of violence
and the complexity of the methods and insidious weaponry used by
Israel against civilians in the recent decade have been far more
sadistic and pernicious. But Deir Yassin marks one of the most critical
turning points in Palestinian history.

A bitter symbol carved in the fiber of the Palestinian being and
narrative, it resonates sharply as the event that catalyzed our
ongoing Nakba (catastrophe), marked by the forced exile of 750,000
their homes, creating the largest refugee
populationworldwide with more than half living in the diaspora.

Palestinians from
Deir Yassin is a caustic reminder of the ongoing suffering, struggle and
systematic genocide of the Palestinian people, 65 years and counting.
When the village was terrorized into fleeing, tumultuous shockwaves
of terror ran through Palestine, laying the blueprint for the
architecture of today’s apartheid Israel.

a4

By : Dina Elmuti

Sacred ground

| have been fortunate enough to see Deir Yassin and step foot on its
sacred ground. Deir Yassin remains a permanently cemented and
rigorous reminder of the spirit that has never permitted defeat. Despite
the illegal settlements, pillaging, plundering and human suffering that
took place, my grandmother’s home stands with resolve just as she
does today.

The silence of her home and the original stones laid by my great-
grandfather’s hands remain haunting reminders of life that once existed
behind the cold facade. Standing outside her home | studied the horizon
intently and found solace, irrespective of the large wooden Star of
David hanging on the window. This scathing and unholy reminder of
the ethnic cleansing that took place there could never conceal the
insult, injury and history it attempts to erase.

In fact, it is a reminder of the inflicted wounds that remain open and the
memory that remains very much alive. All the flags, banners and stars in
the world, all the inconvenient truths, dehumanizing myths of
exceptionalism and litany of crimes, will never succeed in drowning out
the truth or erasing the memories.

My grandmother is an intrepid survivor and living proof that neither the
old nor the young will forget. She and survivors like her endure with a
steadfastness that will live long after they’re gone. Their narratives may
not be recorded in our history books but they have left indelible
impressions that will remain inscribed in our hearts and minds.

The narratives of these survivors will continue to run through the veins
of every Palestinian child who carries them in their blood. And so long
as our hearts beat, the eloquent symbols of Palestinian life —
resistance, resilience and hope — will continue to run strong. No
amount of fear-mongering, lip service or pontificating will ever keep
these narratives of resistance from circulating, because becoming
comfortable with our own silence and anesthetizing our minds to all
that has passed will never be options.

After all, we are the children of generations of strength. Our
grandparents and parents are refugees and survivors, and the blood of
Deir Yassin courses through our veins. We are like the olive tree with its
tenacious roots in the ground, remaining unshakable and determined to
stand its ground with patience and a deeply-rooted desire to remain.
We will see a free and just Palestine because we will have a hand in
making it so. Deir Yassin may have catalyzed our catastrophe but 65
years later it also continues to catalyze our devotion and enduring love
for a people, a cause and a home that will never be relinquished or
forgotten.

Dina Elmuti is a social worker researching the impacts of chronic
traumatic stress and violence on the physical, mental and
pyschosocial health of children in Chicago and Palestine.

2013 sla ... 29 )


http://electronicintifada.net/tags/deir-yassin
http://electronicintifada.net/tags/nakba
http://electronicintifada.net/tags/refugees
http://electronicintifada.net/tags/refugees
http://electronicintifada.net/tags/apartheid
http://electronicintifada.net/tags/israeli-settlements
http://electronicintifada.net/tags/ethnic-cleansing
http://electronicintifada.net/people/dina-elmuti

DECLARATION DU FORUM SOCIAL

0'}3,1‘ JN;&\
3 .\9

£

MONDIAL SUR LA PALESTINE »

SOCia

Forum social mondial 2013, 26-30 mars, Tunis
Assemblée générale (de convergence) Palestine, le 29 mars 2013

A Tunis, cette Assemblée de convergence se réunit
au FSM (Forum social mondial) a un moment
d’intense lutte populaire en Palestine contre
I’apartheid israélien, la colonisation et I’occupation
et pour une application totale des droits inalié-
nables du peuple palestinien. Nous apprécions a sa
juste valeur la place centrale dévolue a la Palestine
lors de ce forum social a Tunis.

L’Assemblée de convergence veut réaffirmer son
soutien a la résistance populaire palestinienne et
son engagement total pour réaliser les objectifs
suivants :

e Le droit a l'autodétermination pour le
peuple palestinien contre I'occupation colo-
niale et les colonies

e La réaffirmation de I'importance du vote a
I'’Assemblée générale des Nations unies
pour la reconnaissance de I'Etat de Palestine

e La fin de I'apartheid et le démantelement
du mur

e Laliberté pour les prisonniers politiques

e Lafin du blocus de Gaza et la libération de la
Palestine

e Le droit au retour en application de la réso-
lution 194 des Nations unies

e La fin de la judéisation de Jérusalem et

des bouclages

Nous dénongons toutes les complicités avec I'Etat
d’Israél (Etats, institutions et corporations) qui per-
mettent limpunité d’Israél. A cet égard, nous
dénongons la politique des Etats-Unis et la mau-
vaise utilisation de leur veto aux Nations unies.
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Afin de réaliser ces objectifs, nous soutenons les

actions et campagnes ci-dessous pour :

Renforcer et étendre le mouvement BDS au
niveau international (il faut lancer une mobi-
lisation particuliere contre G4S, la plus
grande compagnie de sécurité internationale,
qui travaille avec Israél pour les prisons et les
points de controle)

La suspension de I’Accord d’association UE-
Israél (sur la base de l'article 2). Il existe un
précédent : le cas du Sri Lanka.

Suspendre le commerce des armes avec Israél
La libération des prisonniers palestiniens
Mettre fin au blocus de Gaza par des actions
comme la Flottille et 'Arche de Gaza

Porter plainte contre les crimes commis par
Israél devant la CPI

Demander la réouverture de la Commission
spéciale des Nations unies contre I’apartheid
et demander la dissolution du Quartette
Soutenir les réfugiés palestiniens qui risquent
I’expulsion en Syrie ou d’autres pays

Les syndicats qui soutiennent les droits
sociaux et du travail des Palestiniens

Les missions civiles en Palestine

Faire connaitre les conclusions du Tribunal
Russell sur la Palestine, qui dénoncent les
crimes israéliens et exigent I’application du
droit international

Nous travaillerions a construire un fort mouvement

de solidarité internationale pour la Palestine. Nous

continuerons a utiliser le processus des forums

sociaux pour renforcer le mouvement de solidarité

avec la Palestine.
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